
MINUTES 

 

CITY PLAN COMMISSION/ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 

 

DECEMBER 6, 2010 

 

 The City Plan Commission/Architectural Review Board of the City of Clayton, Missouri, 

met upon the above date at 5:30 p.m., Chairman Harold Sanger presiding.  Upon roll call, the 

following responded: 

 

Present: 

 

Chairman Harold Sanger 

Steve Lichtenfeld, Aldermanic Representative 

Craig S. Owens, City Manager   

Jim Liberman 

Ron Reim 

 

Absent: 

 

Marc Lopata 

Scott Wilson   

 

Also Present: 

 

Susan Istenes, Director of Planning & Development Services 

Jason Jaggi, Senior Planner 

Kevin O’Keefe, City Attorney  

  

Chairman Sanger welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He asked that all cell phone 

ringers be turned off or muted and that conversations take place outside the room so as not to 

disrupt the meeting.  He announced that new recording equipment has been installed and will be 

used for this meeting for the first time and asked everyone wishing to speak on the record to 

please speak into the microphones, which must be on to ensure proper recording. 

 

MINUTES  

 

The minutes of the November 15, 2010 meeting were presented for approval.  The 

minutes were approved, after having been previously distributed to each member. 

 

Since the architect for the proposed restaurant at 8000 Carondelet (Mad Tomato) had not 

yet arrived, the Chairman asked staff to proceed with the monument sign proposal at this time. 

 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW – MONUMENT SIGN – 141 N. MERAMEC AVE. 

 

Joe Natale with Engraphix, sign contractor, was in attendance at the meeting.   Also in 

attendance was Krristian Marlow, representing Viva Smiles. 
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Susan Istenes explained that this is a request for a double-sided monument sign measuring 

approximately 6-feet by 4-feet, constructed of an aluminum base cabinet, with black aluminum sign 

cabinets.  Two tenant panels are proposed featuring a dental office and a law office.  The lettering 

for these panels consists of ½-inch push-through plexiglass.  The sign will be internally illuminated.  

The building address is featured on the top of the sign.  The base of the sign is proposed to be brick 

to match the material of the office building. The sign will be located within a walkway area that 

connects the parking lot to the office building’s main entrance.  A portion of the existing walkway 

will be removed and the adjacent landscaped area will be extended to surround the base of the sign. 

Susan indicated that staff’s recommendation is to approve with the conditions that the applicant 

apply for and receive a Sign Permit prior to installation and that the landscaped area be expanded to 

include the base of the sign.   

 

Mr. Natale indicated that the submission of a sign to this Board for approval has been a long 

process as they went to great lengths to ensure it will be located within the property and not obscure 

vision. 

 

Jason Jaggi indicated that although at this time the proposed sign is only set up to contain 

two tenant names, monument signs are permitted to contain up to five tenant names. 

 

Mr. Marlow informed the members that Viva Smiles leases the majoriy of the premises. 

 

Chairman Sanger asked Mr. Marlow how much of the building is Viva Smiles occupying. 

 

Mr. Marlow replied “at least half”. 

 

Steve Lichtenfeld asked if the size or style of letters is regulated in the City’s sign 

regulations. 

 

Jason Jaggi replied “no”. 

 

Mr. Natale commented that they have probably had twenty revisions to this proposal. 

 

Jason Jaggi noted that staff’s recommendations (noting an error in the staff’s 

recommendations that were distributed in the meeting packets) are that the applicant apply for and 

receive a Sign Permit prior to installation and that landscaping be maintained at the base of the sign. 

 

Being no further questions or comments, Jim Liberman made a motion to approve per staff 

recommendations.  The motion was seconded by Steve Lichtenfeld and unanimously approved by 

the Board.   

 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT/OUTDOOR DINING – NEW RESTAURANT – MAD 

TOMATO – 8000 CARONDELET AVENUE 

 

 Michelle Racanelli, President of Mad Tomato, LLC, and Jeff Solomon, project architect, 

were in attendance at the meeting.   
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Susan Istenes explained that this is a request for a conditional use permit to operate a 

restaurant in the space formerly occupied by Carondelet Grill.  The restaurant will be 1,748 square 

feet in size.  The dining room and bar will accommodate 52 patrons.  Since the restaurant does not 

exceed 3,000 square feet and is located in downtown, the applicant is not required to provide 

employee or customer parking.  The applicant is also proposing an outdoor dining area to 

accommodate 20 patrons on both public and private property along Carondelet Avenue.  The 

proposed hours of operation are 11:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. seven days a week. Deliveries to the 

restaurant will be made through the front door.  Dumpster trash at the south of the subject property 

will be collected weekly.  Susan indicated that staff’s recommendation is to recommend approval of 

the conditional use permit to the Board of Aldermen with the conditions that the applicant secure an 

Outdoor Dining Permit prior to use of outdoor dining and that a sign permit be secured prior to 

installation of exterior signage. 

 

Chairman Sanger asked if there is going to be substantial change to the space. 

 

Ms. Racanelli replied “no”. She indicated that they are proposing 8 bar seats. 

 

Chairman Sanger asked when they plan to open for business. 

 

Ms. Racanelli indicated that they hope to open in mid-March to the first part of April.  She 

stated that the concept is to make this new restaurant look like it has been here for a long time. 

 

Steve Lichtenfeld asked about outdoor dining. 

 

Ms. Racanelli stated that they propose to have 5 tables to seat 10 customers. 

 

Jason Jaggi noted that the furniture being proposed is wrought iron. 

 

Being no further questions or comments, Steve Lichtenfeld made a motion to recommend 

approval of the conditional use permit to the Board of Aldermen per staff recommendations.  The 

motion was seconded by Ron Reim and unanimously approved by the members. 

 

Steve Lichtenfeld then made a motion to approve the outdoor dining as proposed.  The 

motion was seconded by Ron Reim and unanimously approved by the Board. 

 

******************************************************************************* 

 

 Jim Liberman commented that the new Simon’s Jewelers on Maryland looks great. 

 

Being no further business for the Plan Commission/Architectural Review Board, this 

meeting adjourned at 5:48 p.m. 

 

___________________ 

Recording Secretary 

 


